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-‘a master Viet Nam “peace”’

i WASHINGTON — crucxal‘ )

i aspect of the Johnson adminis-
o tration’s master plan to “bring,
” ﬂle Viet Nam conflict from the
;- “battlefield “to the megotiating
“table” is replacing the existing
military rule with a brpad-based
«civilian "govemment of nanon
al reconciljation.”

‘Consisting of an indirectly
"‘plected" national assembly, a
premier and cabinet, this re
‘¢ime would take the lead in
-seeking a negotiated , termina-
« tion of the fighting.

“" Tdgged to play a key role in
¢ tlm intricate backstage strategy

m—

« i Edward Landsdale, the con|

troversial retired Air Force ma-

i jor general mow back in Saigoni.

i for the announced purpose of -
heading a special team of U.S.
advisers fo the Viet' Nam Cen-
tral Rural Construction Council,

——— -

s It is. this still largely paper or-
gamzatmn that is to be Lands-
dale’s principal tool in setting in|
motion .the series of develop-
ments designed to bring about
the peace-aining “gove‘mment
of natjonal reconcxhatmn.

SECRLT PLAN

" While congressional and other
authorities know that' the Presi-
. dent and his inner advisers have

¢ plan, it is shrouded in closely-
. puarded secrecy. Other thaa
;vague references to it in White
. House briefings and the Presi-

“dent’s private talks with callers,|qiap Nguyen Cao Ky, the.tart:

nothmg has becn divulged.
The nearest a ﬂngh-placad offi-
;cial has come -lo saying any-
“thing ‘publicly about the hush-
. hush plan was by, Walt Rostow,
)chan’man of the State Depart-
{ ment's Policy Planning Council,
¢ And his generalized and enlgma-|y
:tic comments are meaningless|
i except to those' With- some

» awareness, of ; 3.hex§¢arue dmpo%r ;

P
A .

]bxg difference. The U.S, has

charge.

of doliars.

known. It may turn out of take
quite & bit of doing, as Ky, with
characteristic - ebullience,” - con-
siders himsell a “man ot des

,'. MILITARY RULE. 5. ;-
) s Dt ‘. 234 Hlast we
Approveﬂ“F’b“ : .

T m““ﬁ VA But the master plan calls 10
cationing -at -a South Cau‘olmalh,S military rule to be replace
resort, the onestime' Massachu-! by a civilian “government of n3
setts ' Tnstitute of Technologyisional reconciliation.”
economics professor said: It Is to be broad-based, el
“Turning -points are . quite ing Buddhists,
mysterious in wars. But :our other elements,
hombing strxkeé _have made al

of a mational assembly. As
popular election is precluded b
the widespread ground fighting,

three goals in Viet Nam: To
help the new and younger gen-
eration of Vietnamese get set-
tled and get started. Then. to
help .the officials start and
maintain 2 modern government,
Third, to keep pressure on
North Viet Nam through telling
bombing strikes.”

sembly members by having th
village chiefs. designate them.
This is justified on' the groun
that thesa’: Tocal " Teaders  wer|
. lelected by popu]ar ballot las
year.
What, it aaything, is done t

REVEALING DETAILS
" |keep village chiefs from namin

While the administration is en-
forcing & tight blackout on its
‘'peace” plan,  some significant
*linformation has been pieced. to-
gether. Public discussion s
hampered by the highly classi-
fied nature-of much of it.

But it is possible to report the
following:

A major phase of the plan is a
huge refugee program,  under
which hundreds of thousands of
peasants and villagers are to be
“relocated aad rehabilitated.”
Gen, Landsdale ‘ wil'I be ‘in

sembly, is anothet blank spot
Perhaps” ity is confemplated
screen ‘tha. assemblymen. Per
haps not, :

sembly will seledt a civilian pre
mier who,-in turn, will set up
cabinet rvepresentative: of- al
major elements, |

This presumab]y broad-basec
and U.S.-backed civilian “gov
ernment of national reconcilia
tion" wm launch a two- prongec

fire, and to. get underway
wid

This refugee pmJect “will be “:me;’zgggle%e;*:;;c;n:tvcpﬁ;‘t‘gﬁ
very costly, Exactly how muchi i yhe U, of course footm
is- conjectural, But it is certain the bill, '

¢ to hundred i ‘
0 un into’ hundreds of millions| “TROOP MOVE

Also . envisioned is a start 0
withdrawing U.S., , troops. '
This will depend on how this
concept. of events . works out.
But -as the President eagerly

The military feglme of Pre-

tongued young air brigadier, is
to be ousted. Just how that is
to be brought about is. not

progress by January, Thal's
what he has been broadly hint-
ing to cmgresslonal and ot’her
- {callers,

' +

ny ”

RDF ‘o!""l" I:IIIIIIRHIIYAKHIIRYAH

-

(=

Catholics anf )}

it §s to be brought into exis}-|
ence by the indirect *election|{

: 4Authority announced it proposes
it is proposed to “elect” the ag-|

Viet,, Cong .to. the mnational asf

In any event,. the natuonal asJ

effort — (0 negotiate a ceased}

pictures It, the homeward redef - |
ployment of trobps should be mw LR

qt congressmen when e ques-
jon was raised about the possi-
Jility ol escalation of the Viet
am conflict,: “There is no seri-
qus danger of that, In fact, 1
think that when you come back
llere in January for the next
dession, there is a good chance
e - will be redeploying our
froops home from Viet Nam."”

Gen. Landsdale spent ninej
ears in South Viet Nam.-From
954 to 1963 he was a powerful
packstage force in keeping the
ate President Ngo Dinh Diem
h office. Soon after Diem was|
{ssassinated in a military coup,
Landsdale returned ‘to the U.5:
While officlally an Alr Force
i¢ificer, much of his career was
H{pent in the Central ‘Imelhgence
L pgerncy. ’

'FLASHES

Egypt plans to further wxden
nd deepen, the Suez Canal to
{qnable the passage of vessels
ith 394t. draft. The Suez Canal

get this work tinderway with-
a few months . . . The State
epartment s  “informally”
rging U, S, allies to shut off]
eir booming shipping business SR
North Viet Nam. Japan has o
ihdicated willingness to cooperd :

iqte, but so far little progress
as been made .in persuading]
thers. - Last year. British and
candinavian ships were the
ost numerous jn this traffic

|

f

NOTE: The boxed portions *
of this article did not
appear in the 13 September
{ssue of the NORTHERN '
VIRGINIA SUN. -
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